The 300 Committee BioBlitz was an intensive 24-hour effort to catalogue the biodiversity of our 30-acre site. This effort was spearheaded by experts in 17 groups of organisms. These expert “taxon leaders” coordinated about 100 volunteers who peered through binoculars at birds and butterflies, used nets to collect insects and fish, set live traps for mammals, identified plants,

and peered under logs for ants, mushrooms, and salamanders.
Together these experts, citizen naturalists, and interested folks of all ages identified 850 different species of plants and animals living on the BioBlitz site. We got bitten by several of the 20

kinds of mosquitoes found there, avoided the Poison Ivy (one of the 212 kinds of plants identified), thrilled to watch an Osprey (one of the 59 species of birds) catch an Alewife (one of the 8 kinds of fish), and were amazed at the sparkle of Fireflies (one of the several hundred species of insect) as we looked for owls.
Kids and adults together got dirty and wet, hot, and excited, tired, and elated pursuing their mutual interests: fish, birds, bugs, frogs, flowers, and anything else in sight. It was great.
So what were the results of the BioBlitz?

· 22 kids dissected 30 owl pellets and took 37 (+/-) photos

· 2 watermelons fed hot and thirsty volunteers

· 100 + folks spent many hours on conservation land learning

            about its biodiversity first-hand.
